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Subject: Owner/Renter Occupancy Rates

The owner/renter occupancy rates from the March CPS have diverged from rates
from other sources in recent years. This problem was traced back to when the
March supplement questions were removed as part of the basic CPS questionnaire
and were placed on a separate questiocnnaire in 1979. The household tenure
item was placed on the supplement questionniare instead of the basic CPS-1.
Allocation of tenure consisted of assigning "owned" when this item was blank.
When the CPS-1 contained the tenure item the incidence of blanks in tenure was
very low (under 100), thus assigning "owned" was justified. When this item
went to a separate document, CPS—-1 was used as the control questionnaire.

This resulted in a large increase in the number of blanks since whenever the
supplement interview was not obtained, all supplement items were allocated or
assigned, including tenure. Thus, tenure should have been allocated in a more

systematic fashion.

Tenure data were regenerated for the March 1982 file with missing tenure data
being allocated from the closecut household. The table below shows the impact
of this correction on the original 1982 data:

March 1982

(in thousands)

ADF (0ld) ~ ADF (new) % Difference
Total Households 85,527 83,527 -
Owner Occupied 56,317 54,267 -3.6%
Percent _ 67.4 64.8 - =3.9%
Renter Occupied 27,317 29,460 +8.3%
Percent 32.6 35.2 +8,0%

At this point, there are no plans to correct this field for 1979-1981:
however, it is fairly safe to assume that the percentage differences prevailed
for those years also. A corrected March 1982 flle 1s avallable upon request.
The March 1983 file reflects the corrected tenure data.
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