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Hello, I’m from Louis Harris and Associates, the national opinion
research firm. We’re doing a survey about aging in America today, to find out what people
think about retirement and plans for their future. I’ve been asking your neighbors some
questions, and now I would like to talk with someone in your household. First, let me see
whom I’m supposed to interview here.

  For the purpose of the interview, I need to know how many adults 18 and over live in
your household, counting yourself.  

  How many of them are men? | VERSION II|

NUMBER OF ADULTS IN HOUSEHOLD

1 2 3 4 or more

Youngest Youngest Oldest
0 Woman Woman Woman Woman

         1              Man             Man        
I I

Oldest
Woman Man

I

NUMBER OF
MEN IN
HOUSEHOLD

2
Oldest
Woman

3 Woman

4 or more

I need to interview (FROM GRID). (The intersection of adults to men determines the sex
and relative age of the respondent to be interviewed)

IF THE DESIGNATED RESPONDENT IS HOME, PROCEED WITH INTERVIEW. IF PROPER RESPONDENT IS
NOT HOME, MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, OR FIND OUT WHEN SHE/HE WILL BE HOME. RECORD RESULTS OF
ALL CONTACTS ON INDIVIDUAL HOUSEHOLD RECORDING SHEETS IN THE AREA SAMPLING BOOKLET.

Designated Respondent 
Name:

Address: Telephone Number:



Interview begun: o‘clock.
-1- CARD 1 814004

1a. I’d like to start by asking you at what age do you think the average man becomes
old? Just think about men, not women. |DO NOT READ LIST -- SINGLE RECORD|

Under 40 years . . . . . . . . (20( -1
40 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . ._____-2
45 to 49 years. . . . . . . . . .____-3
50 to 54 years. . . . . . . . . . ._____-4
55 to 59 years. . . . . . . . . ._____-5
60 to 64 years. . . . . . . . . ._____-6
65 to 69 years. . . . . . . . . . ._____-7
70 to 74 years. . . . . . . . . . ._____-8
75 to 79 years. . . . . . . . . ._____—9
80 to 84 years.........(21( -1
85 to 89 years. . . . . . . . . ._____-2
90 years or older. . . . . . . . . . ._____-3
Never. . . . . . . . . . . . . . _____ -4
It depends. . . . . . . . . . .____-5
When he stops working. . . . . .____-6
When her health fails . . . . . . . . . _____-7
Other (SPECIFY)

. . -8
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._____-9

years. . . . . . .(22( -1
years. . . . . . . . . . ._____-2
years. . . . . . . . . . . ._____-3
years. . . . . . . . . .____-4
years. . . . . . . . . . . .____-5
years. . . . . . . . . .____-6
years. . . . . . . . . . . ._____-7
years. . . . . . . . . . . .____-8

years. . . . . . . . . . . . . ._____-2
or older.......... -3_____

1b. At what age do you think the average woman becomes old?
|DO NOT READ LIST -- SINGLE RECORD|

Under 40
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
55 to 59
60 to 64
65 to 69
70 to 74
75 to 79
80 to 84
85 to 89
90 years
Never......................_____-4
It depends. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ._____-5
When she stops working. . . .____-6
When her health fails. . . . . ._____-7
When she can’t have babies

-8anymore; menopause. . . . . . . . ._____
Other (SPECIFY)  

Not sure........        
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2-. What do you personally feel are the two or three greatest problems facing the elderly
in this country today? What else?

( 25-26)

(27-28)

(29-30)

3. Let me read you some statements about people over 65 today compared with ten or
twenty years ago; For each statement, please tell me if you tend tO agree or disagree.
|READ EACH STATEMENT|

Agree Disagree

a. Older people today are generally better educated than
older people were then. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (31( -1 -2

b. Older people today are worse off financially than older
people were then. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(32( -1 -2

c. Older people today are healthier than older people
were then. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (33( -1 -2

Not Sure

-3

_____-3

-3

4. Now I’m going to read you some things that other people have said they do with their
time. For each, would you-tell me whether you personally spend a lot of time, some but
not a lot, or hardly any time at all doing that? |READ EACH ITEM|

Some
But Not

|ROTATE LIST| A Lot A Lot—

Hardly
Any

At All
Not
Sure

a.
b.

c.
d.

e.
f.

h.

i.

Participating in recreational activities and hobbies. . .(34(  -1
Socializing with friends .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (35(     -1

Sitting and thinking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(36(    -1
Caring for younger or oldest members of the family. . . . . . . .  .(37      -1 

Watching television . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .         
Just doing nothing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...     

Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        
Taking walks, jogging, or other exercise . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Listening to the radio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(42(         -1

-2
_____ -2

-2
_____-2

-2
_____-2

-2
      -2

-2

-3
_____-3

-3
_____-3

-3
      -3

-3

-4

-4
-4

-4
     -4

-4
_____-4

-4
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5a . Now I’m going to read you some problems that other people have mentioned to us.
For each, would you tell me-whether it is a very serious problem, a somewhat serious
problem, or hardly a problem at all for you personally. |READ EACH ITEM, RECORD BELOW|

Q.5a You Personally
Very Somewhat Hardly A
Serious Serious Problem Not

|ROTATE LIST| Problem Problem At All Sure

Q.5b Most People Over 65
Very Somewhat Hardly A

Serious Serious  Problem  Not
Problem Problem At All  Sure—  —

Not having enough
money to live on. . . (43( -1

Poor health. . . . . . . .(44(         -1b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Loneliness. . . . . . . . .(45(        -1

Poor housing. . . . . . . (46(       -1

Fear of crime . . . . . . (47(       -1

Not enough
education. . . .  . . .(48(        -1

Not enough job
opportunities. . . . . .(49(       -1

g.

h. Not enough
medical care. . . . . . .(50(       -1

i. High cost of energy
such as heating
oil, gas, and elec- 
tricity. . . . . . . . . . . .(51( -1

Getting transpor-
tation to stores,
to doctors, to
places of recrea-
tion, and so forth.(52( -1

5b. And how serious a problem would you say (READ EACH ITEM) is for most people over 65
these days -- a very serious problem, a somewhat serious problem, or hardly a problem at
all for most people over 65? |RECORD ABOVE|
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6. Which of the following do YOU feel should assume more responsibility than they have
now for the elderly -- the government, employers, religious and charitable
organizations, the children of the elderly, or the elderly themselves?
|MULTIPLE RECORD IF NECESSARY|

Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(63( -1
Employers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(64( -1
Religious and charitable

. .
organizations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (65( -1

Children of the elderly. . . . . . . .(66( -1
The elderly themselves. . . . . . . . .(67( -1
All (vol. ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (68( -1
None (vol.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(69( -1
It depends (vol. ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -2
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -3

7a. In general, do you personally feel that most government programs to help the
elderly should be available to all older people 65 and over, or available only to those
older people who have little or no income?

To all older people 65 and over. . . . . .(70( -1
Only to those older people who have little or.

no income . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -2
It depends (vol. ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              -3
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -4

7b. And when it comes specifically to medical and health care, do YOU personally feel
that government programs should be available to all older people 65 and over, or
available only to those older people who have little or no income?

To all older people 65 and over. . . . . . . .(7l( -1
Only to those older people who have little or

no income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -2
It depends (vol. ). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               -3
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -4



|HAND RESPONDENT CARD “A” |
8. When did you last attend (READ EACH ITEM) -- within the last day or two, within the
last week or two, a month ago, two to three months ago, or longer ago than that?

Longer
Within Two To Than

Within Last A Three  Three
Last Day Week Month Months Months Never Not

|ROTATE LIST| Or Two Or Two Ago Ago Ago (Vol.) Sure— .

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

9a.

A movie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .  
Places to shop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A senior citizens center or Golden
Age club . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .
A restaurant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A community or neighborhood center
or recreation center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
A church or synagogue. . . . . . . . . . . . .

A library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
A doctor or clinic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The home of a neighbor or relative. . .  

On the whole, how much influence do you think retired older Americans have in this. . .
country today -- too much influence, just about the right amount, or too little
influence?

TOO much. . . . . . . . . . . . . . (20(     -1
Just about the right amount. . .    -2
Too little . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     -3
None (vol.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      -4
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      -5



9b. I’d like to read you some statements people have made about work and retirement.
For each, please tell me whether you tend to agree strongly, agree somewhat, disagree
somewhat, or disagree strongly. |READ EACH STATEMENT|

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree Not
|ROTATE LIST| Strongly Somewhat     Somewhat    Strongly Sure

1.

2.

3.

10.

Nobody should be forced to retire
because of age, if he wants to con-
tinue working and is still able to
to do a good job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Most employers discriminate against 
older people and make it difficult
for them to find work. . . . . . . . . . . .       

Older people should retire when they
can to give younger people more of
a chance on the job. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Now, let’s talk about Social Security. As far as you know, do the Social Security
taxes working people pay today get set aside in a fund for their own future retirement,
or are they used to pay social security benefits for retired people today?

11a. How much confidence do you have that the present Social Security system will be

able to pay YOU benefits when you retire -- a great deals some or hardly any confidence
.

at all?

11b. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement. Social
Security taxes should be raised if necessary to provide adequate income for older people.
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|HAND RESPONDENT CARD “B”|
12. A number of recommendations have been made to help the Social Security system.
Please tell me whether you strongly approve,  approve, disapprove, or strongly disapprove
of each of the following recommendations? |READ EACH ITEM|

a.
b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

Strongly
Strongly Dis- Dis- Not
Approve Approve  approve  approve Sure

Reduce benefits for people already retired....        
Reduce benefits only for people who retire
in the future . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Gradually raise the retirement age for full
Social Security benefits from 65 to 68 years
of age. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Eliminate benefits for minor children of

.
retired workers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Reduce the cost-of-living adjustments in. .
retirement benefits. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Use federal monies such as income taxes to
pay for part of Social Security . . . . . . . . . .                        

Require workers who do not pay Social Security
taxes now -- for example, employees of the
federal government -- to pay these taxes . . . . . .
Give Social Security benefits only to elderly
people who can prove they have little or no
other income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Base cost-of-living adjustments on increases
in either wages or prices, whichever is  lower.                                                                 
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|HAND RESPONDENT CARD "C"|
13. People have different ideas about how much retired people can earn in salary or
wages and still get full Social Security benefits. Which one of the following policies
do you think is best? |SINGLE RECORD|

a.

b.

c.

14.
in a

Continue what is done today -- reduce Social Security benefits
by one dollar for every two dollars that retired people earn over a
certain amount of money, which today is about $5,500. . . . . . . . . . . . . (36( -1

Change what is done today by allowing people to receive their regular
Social Security benefits when they reach retirement age no matter how
much they earn on a job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -2

Change what is done today by allowing people to receive their regular
Social Security benefits when they reach retirement age only if they
are completely retired. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -3

None of these (vol.). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -4
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .          -5

How interested would you personally be in learning SOme new skills or participating
job training program so that you could take on a different kind of job from what. - - -

you are used to doing -- very interested, somewhat interested, or

Very interested . . . . . . .(37( -1
         -2Somewhat interested . . . . . . .

Not interested at all..... -3
It depends (vol.)....... -4
Not sure. . . . . . . .. . . . . -5

not interested at all?



-9- CARD 2 814004

15a. In the past year did you take any courses at a place of business, in school, or at
a community or senior center, or not?

Yes, took courses. . . .(38( -1 (ASK Q.15b, AND Q.15c)

No, didn’t take courses.. -2 (SKIP TO Q.16a)

15b. Where did you take these courses? |DO NOT READ LIST -- MULTIPLE RECORD|

A place of business. . . . . . . . . .(39( -1
A college/university. . . . . . . . . .(40( -1
A high school . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(41( -1
An adult education school. . . . . . . .(42( -1
A community/senior center. . . . . . . .(43( -1
A church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  . (44( -1
A library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (45( -1
A museum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. (46( -1
By correspondence. . . . . . . . . . .(47( -1
Other (SPECIFY)

.(48( -1
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (49( -1

|HAND RESPONDENT CARD “D”|
15c. Here are some reasons why other people have told us they take courses.
As I read them to you would  you t  ell me which of these explains your reasons
for taking courses? |READ LIST, MULTIPLE RECORD IF NECESSARY|

1.
2.

3.
4.

To acquire job skills . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(50( -1
To expand your general knowledge about
some field or hobby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(51( -1
To make good use of your time. . . . . . . . . .(52( -1
To be with other people . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(53( -1
Other (SPECIFY)

 (54( -1
Not sure. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (55( -1


